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On Nov. 11, Environmental Secretary Fernando Coutinho told reporters the government plans to
authorize fires to clear land for cultivation or grazing in some areas of the Amazon region. The move
represents a major environmental policy shift from previous Amazon protection measures. The
use of slash and burn techniques throughout the Amazon, which has resulted in the destruction
of significant portions of the forest, has been a major concern of environmental groups worldwide.
Various European governments and international conservation organizations have requested that
the Brazilian government enforce an absolute prohibition on such fires. As of 1990, the deforested
area of the Amazon totaled about 415,000 sq.km., equal to about 8% of Brazilian Amazon territory,
according to the National Institute for Space Research (INPE). According to Coutinho, the specific
areas which will be subject to agricultural burning have not yet been established. He said all fires
will be monitored by the Environmental Ministry and the INPE via satellite. If the authorized fire
zones are violated, the government will impose severe fines, he said. (Source: Spanish news service
EFE, 11/11/92)
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